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Abstract

The Signifié of Vagrant Attached by Law and Its Effects:
Representation of Remembrance on Hyungjae Welfare House and the

Discourse of Coming to Terms with the Past

Soyoung Lee

This article aims to deal with the signifi¢é of vagrant that legal
mechanism has attached, and its effect in the construction of social
memory. While focusing on the case of human rights abuse at Hyungjae
Welfare House (Hyungjae Bokjiwon) that had been revealed to the public in
1987 and referred to as Korean Auschwitz or Korean Holocaust, the article
tries to raise following research questions - how did legal mechanism of
the Instruction (Anweisung) of the Ministry of Home Affairs No.410 (enacted
in 1975) constitute dominant representation of vagrant during 70s and 80s,
and in what forms has such dominant representation been stamped and
carved into the voice of victims today as well as into the cultural
remembrance of Hyungjae Welfare House?

The research starts by problematizing the tendency revealed in majority
of media coverage in 1987, that they had focused not on the ills of
involuntary confinement itself but solely on the fact that many ‘healthy and
sound’ citizens were also confined there by being falsely taken as
vagrants, Through examining various cultural representations —media
coverage including news reports, editorials and correspondence columns,
investigation report by the opposition party, and the sentencing by
Supreme Court— this research aims to figure out what would have been
the signifiant of the signifi¢ vagrant at the time, that was placed at the

antipodes to the signifiant such as ‘heathy and sound citizen’, ‘normal
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person’, ‘man in the straight lane’ etc, Moreover it illustrates how the
dominant representation of Instruction (Anweisung) of the Ministry of Home
Affairs No.410 affected in drawing a binary code between normal/
abnormal and in segregating each performers into non/vagrant subject.
Besides, this research aims to demonstrate the effect that such signifié
of vagrant has on the representation of victims' remembrance today, after
26 years have passed from then, In other words the article analyses how,
in the Hyungjae Welfare House memory which returned to the public
discourse as an object of ‘coming to terms with the past by means of law’,
the (effect of) vagrant signifié is carved into the victims' voice and makes
un/conscious repetition of non/vagrant identity in their narratives, such as
“I was not a vagrant, but a student,” “T was just an ordinary citizen” or T

was a diligent member of this society.”

I} A9}e] Z-9-(coming to terms with the past)’, ¥ <l (vagrants), A}
32 7)Y (social memory), ©|37] A o](transitional justice), HjA|Z]
¥ (exclusive inclusion), T]&| &} A 2](voice of victim), v )

%] (dominant representation), ‘37 5<-(symbolic death)






